
A Welcome 
 
We sing 
Sing We Of The Blessed Mother 
1. Sing we of the blessèd Mother  
who received the angel’s word,  
and obedient to his summons  
bore in love the infant Lord;  
sing we of the joys of Mary  
at whose breast that child was fed, who 
is Son of God eternal  
and the everlasting Bread.  
  
2. Sing again the joys of Mary  
when she saw the risen Lord,  
and, in prayer with Christ’s apostles,  
waited on his promised word:  
from on high the blazing glory  
of the Spirit’s presence came,  
heavenly breath of God’s own being,  
manifest through wind and flame.  
  
3. Sing the greatness joy of Mary   
when on earth her work was done,  
and the Lord of all creation  
brought her to his heavenly home:  
virgin mother, Mary blessèd  
raised on high and crowned with grace,  
may your Son, the world’s redeemer,  
grant us all to see his face.  
 
Call to Worship 
Love is born 
With a dark and troubled face, 
Where hope is dead, 
And in the most unlikely place. 
When love is born, amazing things can 
happen. 
When love is born, we, though many, are 
made one. 
When love is born, miraculous things are 
possible. 
When love is born, peace wins out over 
violence. 
Trusting that God’s love is born, 
may we dare to go where ever there is 
need, 
proclaiming peace with every step. 
Trusting in the unsurpassable power of God’s 
love, 

 
may we boldly follow where ever we are 
led 
spreading justice all along the way. 
We open ourselves to the love of God— 
eyes, ears, hands, and hearts opened 
wide. 
We are here. 
With help we will visit the unlikely places 
ahead.  
 
Advent Candle Lighting  
Love 
As this season… Let us live, then, in the 
blessing of love. 
Light candle 
 
We sing The Advent Wreath Songon separate 
sheet   
 
Seated 
The Confession 
Loving God, 
We confess our need for forgiveness 
Our need for the ability to forgive others, 
Our need to live graciously. 
 
We confess our need for love, 
Our need for the ability to let go of  
hurts of the past, the fears of the future. 
 
Ever present Spirit, reminder of grace, 
Hear our prayer.  
 
Absolution 
Hear this good news from 
God your redeemer: 
You are accepted. 
You are forgiven. 
You are free. 
In Jesus name 
Amen 
 
The Collect 
Life giving God, you prepared Mary to be 
the mother of Jesus; she watched and 
waited for his coming. Grant us the same 
courage and willingness to watch and 
wait, to greet him as Emmanuel, God 
with us, with joyful hearts.  
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Love is Born…….in the most unlikely place 



Through Jesus Christ our Liberator, who 
is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen 
 
Stand and sing 
For Mary, Mother of our Lord 
1. For Mary, mother of our Lord,  
God’s holy name be praised,  
who first the Son of God adored,  
as on her child she gazed.  
  
2. The angel Gabriel brought the word  
she should Christ’s mother be;  
Our Lady, handmaid of the Lord,  
made answer willingly.  
  
3. The heavenly call she thus obeyed,  
and so God’s will be done;  
the second Eve love’s answer made  
which our redemption won.  
  
4. She gave her body for God’s shrine,  
her heart to piercing pain,  
and knew the cost of love divine  
when Jesus Christ was slain.  
  
5. Dear Mary, from you lowliness and 
home in Galilee,  
there comes a joy and holiness  
to every family.  
  
6. Hail, Mary, you are full of grace,  
above all women blest;  
and blest your Son, whom your embrace  
in birth and death confessed.  
 
Remain standing 
The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel according to Luke Chapter 1 
beginning at verse 26 
Praise and Glory to God 
…This is the Gospel of Christ 
Praise to Christ the Word 
 
Reflection and Prayer:  Ohhhh Baby! 
 
Stand  
The Peace 
May God’s love be born in you 
And may that love rest with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us take a moment to share peace with 
each other. 
 
 
 
 
 

Sing 
Tell Out, My Soul 
1. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord:  
unnumbered blessings give my spirit 
voice;  
tender to me the promise of his word;  
in God my Saviour shall my heart 
rejoice.  
  
2. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
name:  
make known his might, the deeds his 
arm has done;  
his mercy sure, from age to age to 
same;  
his holy name, the Lord, the mighty one.  
  
3. Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his 
might:  
powers and dominions lay their glory by;  
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put 
to flight,  
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high.  
  
4. Tell out, my soul, the glories of his 
word:  
firm is his promise, and his mercy sure.  
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the 
Lord  
to children's children and for evermore.  
 
Offertory Prayer 
Loving God, 
All that we have, 
All that we do, 
All that we are, 
We offer to you, 
In Jesus’ Name. 
Amen 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord is here. 
God’s Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
Honour and… joyfully we give you thanks and 
sing: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and 
might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
All glory and honour to you…and proclaim the 
mystery of our faith: 



Glory to you, Lord Christ; 
your death we show forth; 
your resurrection we proclaim; 
your coming we await; 
 
Redeemer God…as we offer you our songs of 
everlasting praise. 
Blessing, honour and glory be yours, 
here and everywhere, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
The Communion 
Kua ākona nei tātou e tō tātou Ariki, 
ka īnoi tātou 
E tō mātou Matua i te rangi 
Kia tapu tōu Ingoa. 
Kia tae mai tōu rangatiratanga. 
Kia meatia tāu e pai ai 
ki runga ki te whenua, 
kia rite anō ki tō te rangi. 
Hōmai ki a mātou āianei 
he taro mā mātou mō tēnei rā. 
Murua ō mātou hara, 
Me mātou hoki e muru nei 
i ō te hunga e hara ana ki a mātou. 
Aua hoki mātou e kawea kia whakawaia; 
Engari whakaorangia mātou i te kino: 
Nōu hoki te rangatiratanga, te kaha, 
me te korōria, 
Āke ake ake.    Āmine. 
 
The priest breaks the bread in silence and 
then says 
Christ’s body was broken for us on the cross. 
Christ is the bread of life. 
The priest may lift the cup. 
His blood was shed for our forgiveness. 
Christ is risen from the dead. 
 
The Invitation 
Come God’s people, 
come to receive Christ’s heavenly food. 
The presiding priest and people receive 
communion. 
 
The Prayer After Communion 
Lord, we have broken your bread 
And received your life. 
By the power of your spirit 
Keep us always in your love; 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 
Stand and sing 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
and ransom captive Israel,  
that mourns in lonely exile here,  
until the Son of God appear.  

 Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.  
 
 2. O come, thou rod of Jesse, free thine 
own from Satan's tyranny;  
from depths of hell thy people save,  
and give them victory over the grave.   
  
3. O come, thou dayspring, come and 
cheer  
our spirits by thine advent here;  
disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
and death's dark shadows put to flight.   
  
4. O come, thou Key of David, come  
and open wide our heavenly home;  
make safe the way that leads on high,  
and close the path to misery.   
  
5. O come, O come, great Lord of might,  
who to thy tribes on Sinai's height  
in ancient times once gave the Law  
in cloud and majesty and awe.  
 
The Blessing 
Let us embrace the wonder of this week 
with expectation and imagination... 
The Candles are extinguished 
Gathered together 
We wait for Love. 
Standing together 
We trust in Love. 
Praying together 
We hope for Love. 
Seeking together 
We step out with Love. 
Singing together 
We are blessed by Love. 
Love is born- with a dark and troubled 
face,  
where hope is dead, 
and in the most unlikely place… 
 
The Dismissal 
Go now to love and to serve the Lord.  Go in 
peace. 
Amen.  We go in the name of Christ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WEEKLY READINGS 

2 Sam 7:1-11,16  
Rom 16:25-27  
Luke 1:26-38  

 



 
Back In The Black 
The Finance Committee is pleased to report that 
the financial result for the 10 months year to date 
31 October is a surplus of $22,000. This is better 
than the budgeted deficit of ($27,000) by 
$49,000. The improved position is due to offerings 
at $155,000 being 95% of budget, costs being 
controlled to 92% of budget and covid-19 funding 
received of $29,000. 
 
Holiday help 
While many of our support staff will be taking time 
off during the Christmas and New Year period, 
Jacqui and Dan will be available throughout. Dan 
will be on-duty from December 25th-28th and 
Jacqui from the 29th. If you call the Cathedral’s 
main line (75 83 111) your call will be diverted to 
their cell phone. Don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
 
Weekday services  
Our usual weekday services will continue as 
normal up to Christmas before taking a short 
break and resuming again from the 4th of January.  
 
Cathedral Cakes Sold Out 
A very big thank you to everyone who ordered a 
Cathedral Cake in support of the Project. They 
have been incredibly popular and have sold out. 
Pre-ordered cakes can be collected from the upper 
Hatherly offices before 2.30pm on Christmas Eve. 
 
Carillon Performances 
This coming week Christopher Luke has three 
scheduled Carillon performances – today, Tuesday 
December 22nd and Christmas Eve , all at noon on 
Pūkākā/Marsland Hill. 

 
Fundraising Total 
We’re delighted to announce that the Project 
Fundraising total currently sits at $12,039,887. A 
massive thank you to you all for your support  – 
whether that’s making weekly planned giving 
donations, buying a Cathedral Cake, contributing 
to the Organ Restoration Fund or spreading the 
word about the Project to others and keeping us in 
your prayers!  
 
Community cafe  
The Community Café is on holiday until Tuesday, 
January 19th. Pop the date on your 2021 calendar 
and let us make breakfast for you! 
 
E-ffervescence  
Our weekly e-newsletter will be coming out every 
fortnight over January, returning to its normal 
weekly timetable from January 29th. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Christmas 2020 
20 Dec 
4pm 

Festival of 9 
Lessons & Carols 

St Pauls 
Okato 

23 Dec 
7.30pm 

Festival of 9 
Lessons & Carols 

Interim 
Cathedral 

24 Dec 
4pm 

Ninjago in a 
Manger 

Interim 
Cathedral 

24 Dec 
11pm 

Carols and 
Midnight Mass 

Interim 
Cathedral 

25 Dec 
8am  

Holy Communion 
with Carols 

Interim 
Cathedral 

25 Dec 
10am  

Family Eucharist 
with Carols 

Interim 
Cathedral 

Happening In & Around Taranaki Cathedral 


